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Shellac “Rediscovered” as Environment- and User-Friendly

Shellac is back! As and the durable beauty it imparts to wood.

lacquers and petrole-  unlike synthetic resins, shellac is a
um solvent-contain- natural resin that a tiny inse¢taccifer
ing polyurethanes | acca) secretes as a protective shell for i
are being outlawed |arvae as it feeds on certain trees in Ing
because of VOC and Thailand. After this resin is gatherg
limits, painters, floor and partially refined, it is furthe
finishers, and furniture  processed into bleached powder
— makers and restorers ambper flakes. Then these “shellacs” a
are switching to VOC-compliant, all- gissolved in alcohol to make the familia
natural shellac. Where shellac is not use@|ear or amber shellac of commerce.

as the complete finish, itis a vital part ofthe 114 51cohol solution, which meets a|

finishing system. VOC standards, dries in 45 minute
Of course, many professionals andieaving a hard, protective film. There’s n

knowledgeable DlYers have been usingpaint smell” lingering from petroleum

shellac for years as a finish for furniture,solvents, only the fleeting scent of alcoh

interior wood floors, paneling, cabinets,that dissipates rapidly and complete

doors, molding, and other woodwork. with adequate ventilation.

They prize shellac for its fast drying time

Alternate to Polyurethanes

In floor finishing, where poly-
urethanes have been domina
shellac is an attractive alternativd
It provides a beautiful long-
wearing finish that is easy tq
maintain. It can be recoated in tw0
hours; the second coat dries hard
enough to walk on in four hours. to apply a first coat of shellac and top coat

Maintenance staffs of apartmentsit with a water-based urethane.
find shellac ideal for refinishing or Those who don’t like water-based
touching up old wax-free floors. urethanes generally use a sealer coat of
Shellac bonds well to old shellac, shellac and an alkyd topcoat (gym finish)
oil-based varnishes (gym finishes),with an acceptable VOC rating. Here too
and lacquers. Its fast dry time andshellac’s fast dry lets them finish the job in
low odor cause minimum inconve- one day instead of waiting overnight to
nience to occupants and speedapply the final coat.
new rental redecorating.

Water-based polyurethanes,
which don’t have VOC problems  Leland L. Lightcap, who has a furniture
of solvent types, have other refinishing business in Hydro, OK says
drawbacks. On new floors, they what he likes most about shellac “is not
leech out watesoluble stains having to breathe lacquer thinner any
and cause excessive grain-raisingmore.” He switched to shellac about two
Alcohol-based shellac does notyears ago and reports that shellac
extract stains to spoil the finish, “provides better light-fastness than any
and it penetrates, binds, and sealgther finish” over the aniline dyes he uses
wood fibers with little or no for staining. Best of all, he says, “With
Windsor Chairmakers in Lincoln, ME uses Zinsser's grain-raising. shellac you get a reaIIy smooth finish on

Shellac as part of the process in finishing furniture This has led many floor finishers restoration projects.”
such as this Queen Anne style highboy.

Favorite with Furniture Finishers

(Continued on page 2)



Chemist's Testing for Adhesion

Corner

In a previous issue gently pulled off. Ratings vary from critical for coatings designed for building
of Bulls Eye Briefs, we “failure” for complete removal of the grid exteriors or damp interiors.
discussed the chemical aspectspaint to “total adhesion” for no removal, As shown in the accompanying photo, an
of primer technology in form- with intermediate values for partial removal experimental paint or primer is applied to
ulating primers and paints with of paintin the grid area. polypropylene panels coated with cured
superior adhesion to surfaces. This test is run on almost every surfaceblack alkyd paint. After the experimental
When it comes to actual practice, whetherincluding metal, glass, wood, ceramic tile, coating is allowed to cure for several days,
in the lab or at the job site, methods toFormic& and old paint. The test is repeatedthe test panel is submerged in water for an
determine adhesion are critical. In the lab,over several days on the same paint tdour. Then after a 15-minute recovery
a coating is tested to ensure it will stick determine how long it takes for a particulartime, it is placed in the tray of a scrub tester.
firmly to various surfaces. In the field, the coating to develop full adhesion. Normally An abrasive detergent is added along with
painter should test a previously paintedthis takes from several days to two weeks. water to the tray. A brush is then mechani-
surface to make sure it is sound enough to In the field, this test is easily run with a cally dragged over the paint film for several
support a new coating. razor knife and tape. Simply make an “X” hours until 2,000 cycles are completed.
Crosshatch Test or tic-tac-t_oe-_type gri(_zl in the paint film, Coatings that pass this_ test will not blister,
tape over it with masking or clear tape (thebubble or lift when subjected to prolonged
A simple test that is very meaningful to stickier the better), and yank it off as moisture conditions.
the chemist is the crosshatch test. In thisdescribed above. Test several areas in aThere is no field test for wet adhesion, but
he uses a special tool that scores evenlyroom or on a house exterior. Paint that failsevery Zinsser coating has excellent wet

separated slits to form a grid in the paintthis test should be removed. adhesion as proven by this test.
film down to the surface (see photo). Then . .
Scotcl? brand or other very sticky clear Wet Adhesion Field Chalk Test

tape is applied over the scored area. A Another lab test involves adhesion under Another practical test for a painter to
moment later, the tape is yanked off — notwet conditions. Passing this test is absolutelyletermine the suitability of a surface to be
painted is the chalk test. Here one simply
runs a finger over the surface. If dust on the
finger obscures the fingerprint, heavy chalk
is evident. Since no primer or paint can bind
this much chalk to the substrate, the surface
must be washed to remove the chalk.

If the fingerprint is visible, light to
moderate chalk is indicated and the
surface can be painted. It is important to
prime the surface with a primer that binds
the chalk to the substrate to ensure good
topcoat adhesion. Zinsser primers meet
this requiremen®

. . L. . . . 1] 8 I ”

(Left) When subjected to prolonged moisture conditions, a competitive primer (left side of panel) TO - DO Pi es

failed the wet adhesion test whereas Bulls Eye 1-2-3 (right side of panel) clearly passed the test. (Rig . ;

Scotch® brand tape is yanked off scored paint film to determine adhesion. We| g h N g Yo u DOW n 9

Expand your world beyond the
“ . ” . “to-d iles” desk and pl
Shellac “Rediscovered” as Environment- and | yeu tusimess o the b icturb.

- I . Stay informed about the newest
Usel’ F“endly (continued from page 1) products; refresh and update your
Windsor Chairmakers, Lincoln, ME also petroleum solvent-rich glaze. LISICES Sdllep lilile] SRITIES §

; X . i i . . our challenges at the PDCA
stains the chairs and other furniture they The final step in the system is sealing the Xntrj]ual Convegntion March 19-27
make W|§h'clear water-based aniline dyes glaze with two coats of an oil-based varnish. 1997 in Palm Springs, CA |’
After staining, they spray on three coats oiThe solvent content of the varnish is not T

shellac, about an hour apart, to “penetratigreat enough to solubilize the glaze. JPE PIDE arils CefiEnio
the wood deeply and give great depth tc _ will feature educational seminais
the finish.” Next they apply a color glaze Natural Materials Preferred g"?-ndemggﬁ”g“?gﬁ ?:ter;['?ee PTarm
that is thinned with a large amount of Despite “wonder” fibers like GoreTéx prings venti r. e
mineral spirits. Lycra®, and nylon, natural fibers like cotton, Paint & Paper Pro Show will rup

Prior to switching to Bulls Eye Shellac wool, and silk remain favorites with many Friday and Saturday offering
several years ago, they had used an oil-basiconsumers. And so it is with shellac. A | Professional contractors a chance; to
varnish for the initial coats. But the large product of nature, it has been used through| S€€ the latest products and cet
quantity of solvent used to thin the glaze forout time for everything from bowling balls | te¢hnical advice. '
spraying tended to soften the varnish basto cosmetics. And we're confident that | Contact Jennifer at 800-332-7322
and muddy the glaze. With shellac, this doe:various industries will “rediscover” shellac for registration and detail®.
not happen since it is unaffected by thewell into the 21st centur®
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ZINSSEF

Dear Sirs:

I'want to tell you how pleased |
am with your product, DIF Wall-
paper Stripper. | was going to
strip the paper from my daughter’s
room and had been dreading it for
months. A friend told me to try
your product. | was skeptical but |
tried it and was amazed. For the
job I'thought would take 2-3 days,
it took 2 1/2 hours....| was so
excited when it also stripped right
off the wall...I had to write and tell
you what a wonderful product you
have. Thank you so much.

Jeanine Burton
Clinton, MO

Sirs:

This an unsolicited B|g “Thank Yoy~ letter.

Pauline ¢, Flemin
Olney, MD 9




Zinsser Wallcovering Products Speed Work on Studio Sets

“Time is money” is a cliché often heard in prime the walls of the sets because it allows
the world of business. For Decorage, a Souththem to strip the walls easily for re-use. He
Plainfield, NJ commercial photography says that despite the abuse the set walls tak
studio, Zinsser’'s  wallcovering-related from constant pasting, papering, and
products help save both time and money.  stripping, they are papered and stripped more

Decorage photographs products related tothan_a dozen times before needing additiona
home furnishing and decorating such asPriming.
window treatments, plumbing fixtures, floor ~ After each photo shoot, the paperhange
covering, paint, furniture, and especially crews use PaperTig&Wallcovering Scoring
wallcoverings. In business for the past 18 Tool and DIF Liquid Wallpaper Stripper
years, the company has been using Zinsser'so remove the wallcovering. PaperTiger
Shieldz, PaperTig& and DIF®, on all its  perforates the wallcovering to a controlled
studio sets. depth so there’s no damage to the wall. The

Because many sets are designed and?!F solution’s unique enzyme formula
photographed specifically for wallcovering quickly penetrates the paper to resolubilize
manufacturers, paperhanging crews areand destroy the paste’s adhesion. This cuts
constantly hanging and stripping wallcoy- removal time in half.
erings — often as many as eight times a With such easy wallcovering removal,
day. This means that the wallcoverings Decorage can photograph more sets in a day .
must be hung perfectly and strip cleanly, And maintaining this greater productivity [§
easily, and fast every time. Zinsser productswith our products translates into a healthy|
make this possible. bottom line for the compan®@

Best Primer for the Job After scoring the wallcovering with the ©

F kK Geff ducti PaperTiger® Scoring Tool, Walter Olszewski
ran efire, production manager, of Decorage, Sprays on DIF (top right) which

explaing that his crew uses QiI-Basg Shieldz,  |oosens the paper allowing for easy removal
the universal pre-wallcovering primer, to (bottom right).

. L
redecorating old houses %

"B.l-N i real time - .
and munzyasmrer in s aml Iy ffa| ..
A Family ATTair ..
S

In 1959, Wayne Blodgett, an avid user of Zinsser products,
was featured in the April/October issue Arnerican Painter
& Decorator (shown left and below). Mr. Blodgett, now semi-
retired, still uses Zinsser products on all of his jobs. His son,
Alan Blodgett of Bloomsbury, NJ, carries on the family
tradition and the Zinsser tradition with his own painting and
wallpapering business.

Alan Blodgett has used
just about every Zinsser
product in one way or
another on a variety of

i e jobs. These include B-I-N
The walla sl i
:r--".“_u Tﬂ‘,.‘ﬂ":':“."'“‘”'."} for waterb.stams and
L LT ] -
mwl_-n- "?"*""..'.".‘}'. i:.m gus_tom Cﬁ Inets, Co_ver
'l R 1}
gl i pruvides e Suse S ont ol o tain on house exteriors,
1hat A EHE can ermplele @ FeaE aa they gn, WL 1-2-3 on variousexterior
e e et e R surfaces and Shieldz
sallty work tasinr. 1L ofien makes e J1Esrercs :
g H_; R SRS T under wallpaper. One job
_ Hasigwiy 1] eenp pEimll -
Sracsars Wl are it E-Farpess B-1.5 he recently completed was
Primer-Sas ket difisili i TRANF
Jaa e el

a twostory stairwell
where he had to remove
wallpaper. Using the
PaperTige? and DIF®,

Alss mabres oF Muble Bye® Shalier = fprey Bleilar + Trimbic® » Bedla Ny ok Gla ] Blodgett said the wallpa-

per came off so easily (in whole sheets) that it could almost have
been saved and used again. Our lofft$o another generation of
happy Zinsser custome®,

ST - bessreas Peges | lssipe dgrd § Cricke |




Down Memory Lane Zinsser Breaks Ground at Belmont Faclility

Zinsser, which had been producing shellac in
New York City since 1849, moved its factory,
lab and office to a new location in Somerset,
NJ. The new plant took advantage of greater
space for manufacturing and warehouse
operations to meet the continually growirg
demands of Zinsser’s customers.

Also that year....

* Yitzhak Rabin was named to head the
Israeli cabinet after Golda Meir stepped
down as prime minister.

® The Watergate cover-up dominated U.5.
politics. Under the threat of impeachmert,
President Nixon resigned on August
9th. Vice President Gerald R. Ford, the  Zzinsser and RPM executives and Franklin Township officials at the July 12 Ground-Breaking Ceremony for the
successor to Spiro T. Agnew, becanie expansion that will double the Belmont Drive facility.
the 39th U.S. President. Nelson Rockefeller  |n 1849 William Zinsser established his first U.S. shellac manufacturing plant in New
was appointed Vice President. York City . In 1974, after 125 years, Wm. Zinsser & Co. moved from New York to a

* President Ford granted former President neyvly built factory i.n So.merset, NJ . S_ince then, Zinsser has.outgrown the 52,000-sq.
Nixon a pardon for any criminal acts building th'at comprises its two-story office a.nd Iaboratory section anq one-story plan'g an
committed while in office. The pardon raw material warehouse. To accommodate its growmg.operanons, Zlnsser IS expanq[ng

“dedl” office, lab and warehouse space at the Belmont Drive, Somerset site. An addition:
72,000-sq. ft. location on Campus Drive in Somerset houses the marketing, sales, lab a
® Thousands bared their buttocks in the finished goods distribution center for Zinsser’s consumer products.

brought protests and accusations of a

years streaking fad, with the University of  On July 12 of this year, Zinsser officially celebrated this expansion with a ground-
Georgia breaking ceremony. Construction is underway for a three-story office area and a two-stol
boasting the largest number: 1,543. warehouse, totaling another 52,000-sq. ft. of floor space. This expansion will literally

e U.S. Mariner 10 satellite transmitted double the size of Zinsser's Belmont Drive facility. The additions will provide much
detailed pictures of Venus and Mercury needed room for office personnel and raw material storage. Construction is scheduled
showing Venus to be surrounded Hy Pe completed by the end of 1996.

a shell of haze and Mercury to have  Taking partin the July 12 ground-breaking ceremony for Zinsser's Belmont Drive expansiol

an atmosphere. were Bob Senior, President of Wm. Zinsser & Co., Inc. (with pick); Jim Karman, President o

s o . RPM, Zinsser's parent company (with shovel); Manny Yulo, Zinsser’s Purchasing anc
* “All in the Family,” "M.A.S.H.,” “The | pacjities Manager; Mark Tkach, Vice President of Manufacturing; representatives of architec
Waltons,” and “Hawaii Five-0'were among - Ropert G. Richold Co. and Emerson Builders; and Franklin Township (Somersials.

Nty
w‘ﬁ;f&o

to provide support to the salesforce, whiletheir territory, at headquartersfand in
keeping them up-to-date. our industry.
Who’s Rebecca, manager of the sales adminis- We can thank Rebecca’s sales adminis-
tration department for the past three and dration department for bringing Zinsser
Who at half years, has exceptional organizationalinto the 21st century by developing the
. abilities and despite the constant pressur@insser Home Page on the World Wide
Z|nsser of deadlines, always keeps the departmeni/eb. It includes the history of Zinsser,
running smoothly and efficiently. information on our products, answers to
Some of Rebecca and her six-persorfrequently asked product questions and
staff's daily duties include; processing access to Material Safety Data Sheets.
co-op advertising claims, implementing The web site is expected to be ready in the
direct mail programs, answering where-to-very near future.
buy product calls, planning and setting up Rebecca resides in Stanton, NJ with her
The Zinsser salesforce is a hard-workingtrade shows, and creating computerizechusband Jim and her two children, Katy
group of people. Every day they are on theplanograms. In addition, they update theand Jessie. When she’s not in the office

road bringing in new business and satisfy-Bulls Eye Briefs mailing list daily. Thev/(a rarity, considering she’s often the last
ing existing customers. The sales adminisdepartment also publishes a newslétteione to leave at night) she enjoys spending
tration department, led by Rebeccafor the salesforce every six weeks;time with her family skiing, fishing and
Spencer, works diligentlyehind thescenes which keeps them updated on events inbeing outdoors®
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m REPORT of $283.0 million. Record earnings in its quarterly cash dividend to $.1

increased 20 percent to $24.0 million per share. The increased cash dividgnd
RPM is the holding company that owns over $20.0 million for the same action was taken in recognition of RPM
Wm. Zinsser & Co. and some 20her period last year. Record earnings perrecord first quarter and strong growth
independent corporations. Itstock, Sshare totaled $.31, a 15 percentanticipated for its 1997 fiscal year endir|g
which is listed on the NASDAQ increase over the record $.27 earnedvlay 31, 1997, which will likely be
Exchange under the symbol RPOW, canin the first quarter last year. RPM's 50th consecutive record year |n
be purchased through any stock broker. ~ The prior year's results have beensales and earnings. The increased c@sh
RPM, Inc. recently announced that it restated for the acquisition of TCI, Inc., dividend was payable on October 3
achieved record sales, earnings andcompleted on January 12, 1996 on al996 to shareholders of record Octo
earnings per share for the first quarter ofpooling-of-interests basis. The prior 28, 1996.
its 1997 fiscal year, which ended August year’s earnings per share have been The fiscal year ended May 31, 1996
31, 1996. further restated for the 25 percent stockwas RPM'’s 49th consecutive record yegar
Record sales of $392.2 million dividend paid in December 1995. of sales, earnings, and earnings per share,
represents a 16 percent increase over the RPM’s Board of Directors declared with sales of $1.1 billion, net earnings ¢f
prior year’s record first quarter sales onOctober 18, 1996, an 8 percent increase$68.9 nillion and earnings per share

Questions & Answers on Bulls Eye Products

Below are questions of broad interest to both professional contractors using our products and sales personnel recommending them

Perma White for Interiors Only Best H,0il-Base Cleanup any other chemical additive to any of our
I have a problem with mildew on the exterior of The H,Oil-Base label says “soap and water” PrMers. Cover-Stain, Bulls Eye 1-2-3, and
my house and | wonder whether | can paint it ¢leanup. Can | use hand soap, and if so, how? H?B'l'B%SE' allfread% Com"?ll'dn apdproarlaltg
with your mildew-proof Perma White? H,Oil-Base Primer does not clean up effectiv nildewciaes. anything, mildewcide shou
No. Exterior paints are specially formulated.t@zin hand soap or other bar soapp The & added to the topcoat, providing the label or
withstand the rigors of exposure to rairy e is to squeeze an ounce or two manufacturer's data sheet indicates that
sunlight, and extremes of temperature aEéO g ch additives are O.K.

humidity. While P “White i uid dishwashing detergent (such as )
Stuarvldlr%/”dewl_grog}rm%r ﬁl\t,% |sy%uaarganltjenedde almolive, Dawn, or Ivory) onto the brush and B-I-N Spots on Linoleum

conditions conducive to mildew growth, it igvork it into the bristles; then hold it under got some B-I-N spatters on my kitchen
formulated for interior applications only. warm, running water. Continue working thé&noleum that I did not notice until some days
Mixing Blend & Glaze with Paint bristles until all suds are gone and the bruster. How can | remove them?
rinses clear. Other soaps may work, bBt|-N adheres so well to just about any surface
robably not as well. If a haze remains on thigat the dried film is hard to remove. Using
- ! & : - :~brush after rinsing, dip it in clean mineralubber gloves, try washing it with a piece of
ot Vglrtchh?{ggﬁjurgltggiﬂ?sm%ﬂg Spodpz)?{icgrr]]g(lg irits and wipe dry. The brush will come oubweling wet with a Il solution of ammonia
normally determined by the particular decordke new. and warm water. If vigorous rubbing does not
tive finish you want. As a rule, the general Don’t Add Mildewcides remove it, leave the rag on the spots for a

oportions are 1/3 Blend & Glaze, 1/3 pain . ) ) period of time to soften the film, or try straight
B 1/ 3 Solvent or water Always remember k3" | add a mildewcide to Cover-Stain before  household ammonia. That should work or you

use water-based paints and tints with lat@kming the outside of my house? Will it give could rub the splatter with a rag soaked in
Blend & Glaze and oil-based paints and tinfge added protection against mildew? alcohol. Make sure to have adequate ventila-
with alkyd Blend & Glaze. We do not recommend adding mildewcides d¢ion and no open flame®

Can | mix Blend & Glaze with ordinary paint?
Absolutely. Blend & Glaze is formulated fo
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